NELSON FARMERS
MARKET

NELSON FARMERS MARKET HANDBOOK
This handbook is subject to change on a regular basis and is based
on the decisions made by the Nelson Farmers Market Advisory
Committee, Nelson City Council and the Nelson Farmers Market
Manager. A staff member will be present during all operations of
the markets. This handbook is meant to provide guidelines that all
vendors are responsible for following. Please report any violations of
this handbook to a staff member.
The Nelson Farmers Market is the heart of our community. It
provides a meeting place for local food producers and consumers.
The Nelson Farmers Market supports the City of Nelson’s Path to
2040 Sustainability Strategy. Our goal is to enhance our community’s
food security by providing an inclusive and accessible market that
supports the direct interaction between farmers and consumers.

The Nelson Farmers Market is a member of the British Columbia
Farmers Market Association. We operate under the criteria of 'Make
It, Bake It, Grow It, Harvest It'. The Nelson Farmers Market is
comprised exclusively of vendors who grow, make, bake, raise or
harvest the products they sell.
We collaborate with community organizations and BCAFM farmers
markets to provide farmers market coupons to lower-income
families, pregnant women and seniors. The program provides access
to healthy, local fresh and organic vegetables. In 2020, we
successfully provided over $40,000 in market coupons for residents.
For
more
information
about
this
program
contact
farmersmarket@nelson.ca

Please read, and review these regulations before applying to be a market
vendor. Our goal is to have all vendors aware of these regulations to ensure
every market runs seamlessly
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Advisory Committee
The Nelson Farmers Market Advisory Committee (NFMAC) consists
of a variety of representatives from multiple sectors in the
community.
The committee members meet once a month during the market
season to help inform and provide input on key insights,
opportunities, market strategies, and trends relating to the Nelson
Farmers Market. Additionally, the NFMAC will act as a source of
feedback for City of Nelson staff to help facilitate the development
of policy and rule-making initiatives for a fair and efficient market.
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Vendor selection
Vendors who have participated in the previous market season will
have the first opportunity to participate in the current market season.
All new vendors MUST fill out the vendor application form found on
the Nelson City website www.nelson.ca/farmersmarket. Upon
receiving your application, the Nelson Farmers Market Manager will
review your information and connect with you.
Due to COVID-19, we cannot accept drop-in vendors at this time.
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IMPORTANT DATES & TIMES
All dates and times are subject to change based on decisions made by
the Nelson Farmers Market Manager, Nelson City Council, and the
Nelson Farmers Market Advisory Committee.
The Nelson Farmers market starts in mid-May after the Garden
Starter Marketand will run every Wednesday and Saturday until midOctober.
The Wednesday Market will run from 12:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.
The Saturday market will run from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at
Cottonwood Falls Park in Railtown.
Set-up for Wednesday is 10:30 A.M. The market will promptly begin
at 12:00 P.M.
Set-up is at 8:00 AM, and the market starts at 9:00 AM sharp.
Late arrivals will not be accepted into the market. It is vital to the
operations of the Farmers Market that every vendor be ready at 9:00
AM.
Vendors MUST stay for the duration of the operations even if you sell
out of your products.
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Fees
Fees to vend for the Nelson Farmers Market are $30.00/ day per
table. If you require additional tables, they must be pre-approved by
the Nelson Farmers Market Manager. Additional booths will be
charged the day rate.
Any vendor who confirms attendance at any market and cancels
without 48-hour notice before starting that market or does not show
up to that market will be expected to pay the cancellation fee before
the next market they are attending.
Your first fine would be $20, your second would be $40, and the third
time you would no longer be welcome to vend at any market for the
remainder of the year.
If you do not give notice and/or do not show up to the market, it
jeopardizes your relationship with the market. The designated
representative must acknowledge messages to count within 48-hour
notice.
Extenuating circumstances will be considered.
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Parking
Vendors are asked to park away from the market boundary. There is a
free City-owned parking lot next to Rona, plus additional parking at
the Rod and Gun Club and local street parking.
Any vendor caught parking in the main lot during market hours will be
fined $10.00 and will be required to move their vehicle immediately.

Be Prepared
We ask that you come prepared and ready to start vending promptly
at 9:00 AM. Dress for all weather conditions, as the weather can be
variable throughout the day.
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Smoking/inscence burning
Smoking of any form, including vaping, is prohibited on the premises
during market operations.
The City of Nelson City Clean Air and Smoking Bylaw states that no
person shall smoke in a park, in a municipal open space - including within
a 7-meter buffer zone surrounding the public municipal open space.

Animals
Animals, other than seeing-eye dogs are not permitted on market
premises

Wild Mushrooms
No wild or wildcrafted mushrooms are allowed to be sold at the
Nelson Farmers Market.

6

Re-selling
The Nelson Farmers Market prohibits the re-selling of products. If
staff suspect that someone is re-selling products, they will be asked
to leave the market.
Re-selling is defined as buying either from another producer or
wholesaler and then reselling.

Cannabis
The sale of cannabis and cannabis products, including edibles and
health products, is NOT allowed at the farmers markets. Non-medical
cannabis sales are only permitted at government-run stores, inperson and online licensed private retailers, and the B.C.
government’s online store.
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Booth set-up
The Nelson Farmers Market Manager will assign all vendors with a
space at the market. This assignment is final and adjustments cannot
be made. Due to COVID-19, the Farmers Market Manager will assign
stalls to ensure social distancing. Changes to the spaces could make
the market non-compliant and risk the shut-down of the market.
To vend at the Nelson Farmers Market, each vendor will be required
to have the following:
A 10x10 tent. To avoid damage to your products, ensure your
tent is equipped with sides.
Weights for your tent. Having weights is MANDATORY. If you
do not have weights you cannot put up your tent.
A table to display your items.
All pricing and pricing lists should be highly visible.
Vendors MUST clearly display prices for produce and must-have
product descriptions. Vendors must display these signs at all times.
The Farmers Market staff will work with you to ensure these
guidelines are followed every market day.
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Signage
All vendors must have a sign identifying their business name and
location. Often market patrons look for the vendor they purchased
from during a previous visit.
Vendors should have their signs displayed before the market opens to
the public. Failure to have a sign will result in a warning.
All products must be clearly priced. Prices must either be affixed to
individual items or may be listed on a large sign or board.
Prepared foods for home use or to eat on site must have the
ingredients clearly attached or displayed.
Signage identifying products as organic, biodynamic, first, second or
third year transitional, must support these designations with
prominently displayed certification documents at the front of your
stall.

9

Food & Drink Vendors
Approval from the Market Manager is required to sell higher-risk prepackaged food not meant for immediate consumption such as shell
eggs, and/or frozen raw food of animal origin (meats, poultry or fish).
Food intended for immediate consumption at the market requires an
application for Temporary Food Service. To apply for approval follow
the steps below:
Step 1: Review Guideline for the Sale of Foods at Temporary Food
Markets to determine if you are selling higher-risk food and
require approval. Lower-risk home-prepared foods can be sold
and do not need authorization from an Environmental Health
Officer.
Step 2: For higher-risk foods, please submit the application and all
required information to your local health authority.
Step 3: Once these documents are submitted, reviewed and
approved, a letter of confirmation will be issued by your local
health authority.
A high-risk food vendor will be required to present their confirmation
letter to market staff prior to vending.
Please refer to the Interior Health Temporary Food Service Guidelines
to determine whether you are exempt or require a permit.
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Food Vendors Continued
All food and beverages MUST be locally made by the vendor. Ideally,
all products should be made from locally grown food and suppliers.
Any re-sale of items and the vendor will be asked to leave the market.
Bottled water, juice packs, and commercial food products are not
permitted to be re-sold at the Nelson Farmers Market.
Food Must NOT be prepared on-site. At this time only take-away
food and pre-made food can be sold at Farmers Markets. All food
items must be placed in a takeaway container upon transaction.
Mobile Food Vendors
Mobile food vendors are required to have an annual license approved
prior to vending as per the City of Nelson's Mobile Vending & Sales
Policy. To obtain your Mobile Vending & Sales License please visit the
City of Nelson's Website www.nelson.ca/business-licence. Mobile
food vendors must only sell pre-made food until otherwise permitted
by Public Health Orders.
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Produce Vendors
ALL produce vendors must locally produce 80% or more of what they
are selling. Farmer vendor cooperatives, collectives or associations are
allowed to sell if indicated to the market manager and to the
customers.
All produce MUST be locally produced within a 200KM radius of
Nelson.
Any product outside of the 200KM radius must be approved by the
Market Manager and must be selling a unique product that they have
grown and cannot attain within our region. Products from outside of
the local area for sale must be indicated on signage stating where they
are from and how they are fairly traded.
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Artisans
ALL artisan vendors must locally produce 80% or more of what they
are selling.
All products MUST be locally produced within a 200KM radius of
Nelson. Products from outside of the local area must be identified
through signage stating where they are from and how they are fairly
traded.
Any product outside of the local radius must be approved by the
Market Manager and must be selling a unique product that they have
grown and cannot attain within our region.
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Garden Starter Market
2021 will be our first year hosting the Garden Starter Market. The
Garden Starter Market will be held at Cottonwood Falls Park on
Sunday, May 9, 2021.
This is a unique market that will be a one-stop-shop to create a
bountiful garden. The products available at this market will include
garden starter products and garden materials. There will also be takeaway food vendors.
All vendors at this market are required to live within a 200KM radius
of Nelson, BC, and MUST produce 80% of their products.
Any product outside of the local radius must be approved by the
Market Manager and they must be selling a unique product that they
have grown and cannot attain within our region. Products from
outside of the local area must be indicated through signage stating
where they are from and how they are fairly traded.
The Market will start promptly at 9:00 AM and will run through until
2:00 PM. ALL vendors MUST be pre-registered and fit our produce
vendor criteria on Page#11 of this handbook. If you sell out of your
products prior to the end of the market you MUST have a sold-out
sign and booth set-up until the end of the market at 2:00 PM.
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COVID-19 & Nelson Farmers Market

In Light of COVID-19, we have had to make modifications to the
Nelson Farmers Market to ensure the safety of staff, vendors and the
market patrons. The modifications must be adhered to ensuring that
we are in compliance. We have made modifications so that we can
continue to provide our community with a market and allow our local
entrepreneurs to sell their goods.
The COVID-19 measures are as follows:
Vendor health checks upon arrival and before set-up. If the
market staff is unsatisfied with the vendor's health check, they
have the right to not permit the vendor to be present at the
market.
Masks are required to be worn by the vendor when a two meter
physical distance, or physical barrier between vendors and
customers, are not possible or practical.
Vendor booths will be placed to ensure the adequate distance
between booths.
Staff will monitor the number of patrons entering and exiting the
market. The calculation is based on the size of the market to allow
for 5 square meters of space per person.
Sanitizing hands is MANDATORY upon entry into the market.
Anyone who refuses will not be allowed into the market.
All vendors MUST allow proper distance within their tents to
ensure compliance with the PHO orders.
Sampling products of any kind is prohibited on the Nelson
Farmers Market premises.
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COVID-19 & Nelson Farmers Market
Cont...
One entry and one exit.
Signage throughout the market and on market tents to inform
patrons about distancing requirements.
Enforcing a shop, don't stop style of market.
Barricades are in place to ensure distancing measures are adhered
to.
Demonstrations or any activities that promote gathering are
prohibited.
Ready-to-eat-food must be put into take-away containers.
Enhanced cleaning of high-touch surfaces such as bathrooms,
tables etc.
Vendor booths will be set-up with sufficient space to allow for
adequate distancing.
NO animals on-site during market hours, unless it is for .
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